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How do we determine Zahirur Riwaya?

What are the books that contain Zahirur Riwayah?

If we are not being able to locate It in the books of Imam Muhammad (which are the
Zahirur Riwayah), are there secondary books which contain the narrations of Zahirur
Rlwayah?
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Is there any narration where a person was sent outside of the city to go to another city
to find out the condition of their siting in order to start fasting or to break?
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A very famous text found in many books and as well as in the fraternity of Ulama and Scholars. Very famously known as the
Zahirur Riwaya when it comes to moon sighting.

Is this really the Zahirur Riwaya?
Who is the first person who mentioned that this is Zahirur Riwayah?
Was this a misunderstanding?
If yes, Why?
Is this text found in the books of Mutoon of the Mazhab?
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* Few points to ponder over:
* As Qadhi Khan says, it is from Nawadir thus it’s not from Zahirur Riwayabh.

* What is the Murad and purpose of Qadhi Khan because if this is taken to be in its apparent
meaning, definitely it is an error. We certainly did not find this text in the ZahirurRiwayah neither
in the books which record the masaail of ZahirurRiwayah and neither in the mutoon.

e  Mufti Abdul Malik explains that if you look at the context, you will realize that Qadhi Khan does
not intend any technicality here in this ibarah when he says “in the ZahirurRiwayah”.

« Those Mashaikh who fell into the mistake of quoting this to be the ZahirurRiwayah (taking it in its
literal sense), like Ibnul Humam and lbn Abideen and Ibn Nujaim, are also not blame worthy as it
iIs very likely that they did not have access to the books of Zahirur Riwayah due to lack of
resources. Continuous mistakes in misquotations (Tawarud alal Khata) is something all ifta
students learn from Sharh Ugood Rasmil Mufti.




Ulama who explained the text of NAWADIR

. Question: How did the Scholars before Qadhi Khan explain this narration of Nawadir?

* Answer: All of the Ulama before Qadhi Khan had explained this Mas’ala in the following manner:
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. List of fugaha who recorded the above ruling which Qadhi Khan quoted from Nawadir and they have clearly mentioned that there
was a difference of opinion in Hanafi School when the horizon of the moon was similar. However, when it differs i.e. countries
?Laﬁjre far away from one another, then this ruling will not apply. Thus, in conclusion, the ikhtilaaf is actually about alussll sa3inot

) e,




Ulama who mentioned the ruling of
JUaal) LM e )

(398) Lobamdl doaliy (s, 38 et Sl ) il ) eyl pLaY
446y clsl )l Lo bl Ll 4

4671y jlaall demt ) Jeslosl poal 4l )
Ol ol dor (s gV 3 gemee AY) e
565y L S e o dases ol -
2R o o O )
(069 L2V deses oy Jo ) 7\ eyl

* These are Ulama who were before Qadhi Khan or his contemporaries who mentioned the ruling of
considering the difference of the moon horizon as an independent ruling. Their purpose was not to
further explain the Mas’ala of Nawadir. And it is of great importance to further note that they
did NOT even consider the other opinion as an opinion in the Mazhab. We clearly understand
from this that aaall (35aY 5 e Yis definitely not ZahirurRiwayah.




Ulama who came after Qadhi Khan who mentioned the Ruling of mJUaoll S| Lzel
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. If we ponder over one reality: Quduri, Mabsoot and Hidaya, none of them mentioned the Ruling of fasting one more day for those people who
seen the moon on the 29t day in the case where another town fasted 30 days upon which they seen their moon. Similarly, they didn’t mention the
Ruling of aUaall a35aY 5 e Y. Further Imam Quduri, Sahib e Hidaya and Kasaani, in spite being from the Scholars of T%rjeeh, have clearly
mentioned that the ruling mentioned in Nawaadir is related to countries which are close to one another. Once this reality comes in front, it has
become compulsory for the Mufti to look deeply into the text of Khaniya and Khulasa and analyze it from scratch.

. Wallahu A’lam




