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The 
Moon

• The Moon lunar phase cycle completes 
in about 29.5 days

•  The time it takes for the Moon to 
rotate once on its axis is equal to the 
time it takes for the Moon to orbit once 
around Earth. Due to this synchronous 
rotation, the same side of the Moon 
always faces our planet.

• The Moon does not produce any light 
of its own, rather it is visible by 
reflected light from the sun. The 
varying angles of sunlight reflecting off 
its surface as it orbits earth result in 
the different phases we see.



THE  E I GHT  PHASES
• These phases—New Moon, Waxing Crescent, First Quarter, Waxing Gibbous, Full Moon, 

Waning Gibbous, Last Quarter, and Waning Crescent—change how the shape of the Moon 

looks like to us from Earth.

• On the 29th day of the lunar month, the Moon is typically just past the New Moon phase. At 

this point, it can appear quite small because it reflects only a small portion of the Sun's light. 

As time (and the age of the Moon) progresses from the New Moon toward the sunset on the 

29th, the Moon becomes larger and more visible, making it easier to spot. The older the 

Moon, the easier it is to spot.





Location:  Choose a vantage point with an 
unobstructed view of the western horizon

Preparation

Timing:  Begin your searching for the Moon 
shortly after sunset when the crescent 
Moon is most l ikely to be visible

CHC also sends a Best Time to Sight the 
Moon chart for the various locations which 
make regular moonsighting efforts

GUIDELINES FOR SIGHTING



GUIDELINES FOR SIGHTING

A chart  with the Best 
times to sight is prepared 

monthly by CHC. This 
chart makes it  simple for 

the unexperienced sighter 
who wants to know the 
best time to sight the 

Moon without all the extra 
detai ls . 



GUIDELINES FOR SIGHTING

Direction:  Look in the direction of the western horizon. 
The moon could be located where the sun sets , or to its 
left , or r ight. 

Observation



GUIDELINES FOR SIGHTING
Note the Following:



GUIDELINES FOR SIGHTING

Confirm the Moon: If you sight the 
crescent, verify what you are seeing is 
indeed the crescent Moon and not a cloud, 
vapor trail of an airplane, or star.

Identification

Check Features:  The crescent Moon should 
have a concave shape facing the left and 
appear as a thin arc. (generally starting at 
3 o’clock  and ending at 9 o’clock)

Moon Sighted - DQWS Campus,
 Walden, NY 



GUIDELINES FOR SIGHTING

Submit  Findings:  Report your sighting, 
whether positive or negative,  to the 
local Central  Hilal Committee member 
or directly to the CHC email  at  
info@hilalcommittee.org.

Reporting 4
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GUIDELINES FOR SIGHTING

Cross-Check: The Central  Hilal Committee 
will  verify reports from sub-committees to 
confirm the Moon sighting and determine 
its validity. This step is explained in 
another presentation. 

Verification By CHC



FACTORS TO 
EASILY SIGHT THE 
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“CHC Correspondence with USNO:  
In addition to the altitude of the moon, the altitude of the 
observer also affects visibility. In general, the higher you 
are in the atmosphere, the more transparent the sky 
should be since you are looking through less air, water, 
vapor, and suspended dust.”

-U.S. Naval Observatory, 2022

SEVEN
FACTORS

ALTITUDE  OF OBSERVER
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Put Ibarat that it is permissible to go on an altitude to sight

SEVEN
FACTORS

ALTITUDE  OF OBSERVER
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• This is the most important factor. 
Therefore, it is essential to revive this 
effort and encourage family and 
friends to look for the Hilal!

• Revive the Sunnah, Unite the Ummah!

SEVEN
FACTORS

ACTUAL SIGHTERS
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