
Procedures for 
Verifying a 
Claim and 
Administering 
a Shahadah as 
an Imam



Questions to Ask the Sighter
1. Time of sighting the moon?

2. How long was the Moon seen?

3. Orientation of the Moon (based off of the hands of a clock)

4. Which side of the sunset was it seen? (right or left of the sunset)

5. How high was the Moon from the horizon?

6. How many people saw it? 

7. Did the others see it by themselves or by the first person showing 
them?



1. Time of sighting the moon?
• If it is claimed to be seen before the sunset or after the moonset, 

then this is definitely a false claim and should be rejected 
because after Moonset, the moon is impossible to see at as it has 
gone below the horizon. 

• There are two fundamental conditions for the Hilal to be seen: 

a) The birth of the Moon should have happened before the 
sunset. 

b) The moonset should not be before the sunset. • If the moon 
has not been born at sunset time or has already set before the 
sunset, then claiming to see the moon is completely false. 



2. How long was the Moon 
seen?
• If it was only seen for a few seconds and then disappeared even 

though the horizon was clear



3. Orientation 
of the Moon 
(based off of 
the hands of a 
clock)



4. Which side of the sunset was it 
seen? (right or left of the sunset)
• This information can be tested by knowing the Azimuth.
• If the Azimuth of the Moon on that day is more than the azimuth of the sun, 
then it means the moon should be on the right side of the sunset.

• If the Azimuth is less, then the Moon will be on the left side of the sunset.



5. How high was the Moon from 
the horizon?
• The answer can be known by the altitude.



6. How many people saw 
it? Men? Women? 
Children?

7. Did the others see it by 
themselves or by the first 
person showing them?



If there is doubt that the 
sighter is lying or a big 
possibility that he is 
mistaken, this claim will not 
be considered.
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