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A Claim of the 21st Century

Some say Eid al-Adha should be 
celebrated throughout the world on 
the day after the Hujjaj are in 
‘Arafah, regardless of the date 
according to moon sighting
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What does the Quran and 
Sunnah say about this?

1. History of Eid al-Adha and Hajj

2. Rulings from Fiqh and the 
Contemporary Scholars of Islam

3. Do Hajjis perform Eid al-Adha?

4. Does UNITY mean UNIFORMITY?
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History of Eid al-Adha

When the Prophet, peace and 
blessings upon Him, arrived in 
Madina, there were two special 
days that the people of Madinah 
celebrated (Nayruz and Mahrajan). 
He inquired, “What are these two 
days?”

4



History of Eid al-Adha

They said, “We used to celebrate them during 
the Days of Ignorance.” The Messenger of 
Allah, peace and blessings upon Him, said:

• “Allah has substituted for you two days 
better than them, The Day of Adha 
(sacrifice) and the Day of Fitr (breaking 
fast).

(Abu Dawud, 1134)
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History of Eid al-Adha

• In the 2nd year of Hijri, after the Battle 
of Badr, the Prophet, peace be upon 
him, performed the first ever Eid al-
Fitr. 

• Thereafter, in Zhul-Hijjah, he 
performed the first Eid al-Adha. 
(Zarqani 1/454, 460)
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History of Hajj in Islam

• Hajj was legislated in the 9th year of Hijri.

• The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, 
sent Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, 
in the 9th year of Hijri to lead the people in 
Hajj. 

• The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, 
performed Hajj the following year.

• Hajj was not performed by Muslims in 
congregation before then, because Makkah was 
not conquered yet. 7



History of Hajj in Islam

• If Eid started in 2 AH, and Hajj in 9 
AH how did they perform Eid 
without Hajj for 7 years if they had 
to coincide at the same time?

•There were no Hujjaj, no Arafah 
legislated on the Muslims before 9 
AH

8



From Hadith

صلى الله عليه وسلم بالمدينة عشر سنين يضحيلله أقام رسول ا
• The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon 

him, resided in Madinah for ten years and performed 
Ud’hiyyah. (Tirmizhi, Ahmad)

• He did this without ever trying to see if the Hajjis were 
performing their Hajj at the same time as Eid al-Adha, 
although there were nine days from the beginning of 
Zhul Hijjah to the Eid day, allowing enough time to 
send someone to Makkah and find out
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Eid al-Adha and Hajj

• Eid – to be performed wherever we are

• Hajj – only in Makkah Mukarramah
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From Fiqh

•1400+ years of Legal Precedence

•None of the Mazhahib Fiqh have 
ever said that Eid al-Adha must 
coincide with Hajj

•That is ijma’: consensus of the 
Ummah
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An Objection

• Some claim that there was not enough 
time to communicate the moon sightings 
in various areas of the Muslim Ummah in 
the past, but today we are much more 
advanced

• We can retrieve the information right 
away, so we should connect all of our Eid 
Salahs together!
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The Response

“It is not correct to say that it was not 
possible in those days for people living 
outside Saudi Arabia to know the exact 
date of Hajj, because this date is normally 
determined on the first night of Zhul-
Hijjah. There is a nine day period until Eid, 
which is more than sufficient to acquire 
this information”
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Do Hujjaj perform Eid al-Adha?

• Do the Hujjaj perform Eid al-Adha?

• Do they have the time to do so?

• Does anyone who performs Hajj pray Eid 
Salah on the 10th of Zhul Hijjah?

ANSWER: NO
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More Proof

• It is clearly stated in Hadith that 
Rasulullah, peace and blessings be 
upon him, fasted on the 9th of Zhul 
Hijjah (Abu Dawood, 2437).

• It is clearly stated in hadith that the 
ahkam of Zhul Hijjah are based on 
moonsighting (Muslim, 1565).
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Does UNITY mean UNIFORMITY?

• Some say: Unity is performing worship in the 
same exact way in the same exact time

• This is a logical fallacy. In practicality, it is 
impossible for everyone to pray at the same 
time

• Even if we scheduled everyone’s Eid Salah on 
the same day, we would still be praying at 
different times
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What are we focusing on?

•We are discussing Eid Salah, which is 
Wajib according to the Hanafi school, 
and Sunnah according to others.

• Jumuah is fard on all male, sane, able-
bodied Muslims

•Millions of young Muslims miss Jumuah 
regularly due to school, work, etc.
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What are we focusing on?

It is stated in Hadith, ‘Whoever 
misses the Jumuah three times on 
account of negligence, then Allah will 
put a seal on his heart. 

(Tirmizhi, Abu Dawood)
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Conclusion

•Arafah is connected to Muslims at 
Hajj

•Eid al-Adha is connected to Muslims 
in their respective localities

•Unity is in our beliefs and values, not 
on physically performing religious 
observances at the same time

23



Take your part

• Visit www.hilalcommittee.org, 
@CentralHilalCmt on X

• Sign up to receive updates about 
when and how to sight

• Contact report@hilalcommittee.org 
with shahadah information 

• Spread the awareness, establish the 
Sunnah 24
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