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The Modern
Challenge of

Preserving Collective
A’maal

In the modern world, the task of

preserving collective acts of worship is a

challenging one, especially for Muslims

living in the West as minorities

Historically, the task of preserving

collective a’maal, such as juma’/a’yaad,

maintaining bait ul maal, collecting

zakah, etc. were all government

responsibilities

Similarly, moonsighting announcements

were the responsibility of the Islamic

Government (sultan/qadi)

Once the Qadi/Sultan made the

decision, it was binding on all (shar’i

daleel)



Moonsighting
Announcement by

Rasulullah 

عن ابن عباس رضي الله عنهما قال : جاء أعرابي
إلى النبي صلى الله عليه وسلم فقال: إني رأيت
الهلال، فقال: أتشهد أن لا إله إلا الله، أتشهد أن
محمداً رسول الله، قال: نعم، قال: يا بلال! أذن في

الناس أن يصوموا غداً. 
(سنن الترمذي، السلام / باب ما جاء في الصوم بالشهادة ١٤٨/١ رقم: ٦٨٦، سنن أبي داود ٣٢٠/١ رقم ٢٣٤٠ ، سنن

النسائي ۲۳۱/۱ رقم: ۲۱۰۸ سنن ابن ماجة ١١٩/١ رقم: ١٦٥٢)

 Ibn Abbas narrates: A Bedouin came to Nabi

(صلى الله عليه وسلم) I have seen the new moon." Nabi" , (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

asked, "Do you testify that there is no god but

Allāh ? Do you testify that Muhammad is the

Messenger of Allāh ?" He said, "Yes." Nabi

then said, "O Bilāl, announce to the (صلى الله عليه وسلم)

people that they should start fasting

tomorrow."



Moonsighting
Announcement by
Amir ul Mu’min

‘Umar It was narrated that ‘Abdur-Rahman

bin Abi Laila said: I was with ‘Umar

and a man came to him and said:I have

seen the new moon, the new moon of

Shawwal. 'Umar said: O people, break

the fast…[Musnad Ahmad]

ناَ إسِْرَائيِلُ بنُْ يوُنسَُ، عَنْ عَبدِْ
َ
نبْأَ

َ
ثنَاَ يزَِيدُ، أ حَدَّ

بيِ ليَلْىَ، قاَلَ
َ
، عَنْ عَبدِْ الرحَّْمَنِ بنِْ أ عْلىَ الثّعَْلبَِيِّ

َ
أ
ْ
ال

تاَهُ رجَُلٌ فقََالَ إنِيِّ
َ
كُنتُْ مَعَ عُمَرَ رضَِيَ اللهَُّ عَنهُْ فأَ

الٍ فقََالَ عُمَرُ رضَِيَ اللهَُّ عَنهُْ ياَ هِلاَلَ هِلاَلَ شَوَّ
ْ
يتُْ ال

َ
رَأ

فطِْرُوا
َ
يهَُّا النّاَسُ أ

َ
أ



The Authoritative
Rights of

Announcing New
Moon

شهدوا أنه شهد عند قاضي مصر كذا شاهدان برؤية الهلال
في ليلة كذا وقضى القاضي به، ووجد استجماع شرائط

الدعوى قضى أي جاز لهذا القاضي أن يحكم بشهادتهما ؛
لأن قضاء القاضي حجة 

تنوير الأبصار مع الدر والشامي، كتاب الصوم/ قبيل) 
(مطلب في رؤية الهلال نهارا ج٣ ص٣٥٨

‘They testified that two witnesses had testified

before the Qādi regarding the sighting of the

moon on a specific night, and the Qādi ruled

accordingly. If the requirements for the

testimony were met, the Qādi's ruling is valid; 

because the ruling of a Qādi is proof.



Appointment
 of a Qadi

A Qadi can only be appointed by a

Sultan or one who is authorized by

the Sultan

ولا يملك نصب القضاة وعزلهم إلا السلطان أو من أذن
له السلطان إذ هو صاحب الولاية العظمى فلا يستفاد

 .القضاء والعزل إلا منه. والله أعلم
الفتاوى الخيرية على هامش تنقيح الفتاوى الحامدية)

(ج٢ ص١٧

‘The appointment and dismissal of judges is the

exclusive right of the Sultān or someone authorized by

the Sultān, as he is the one with supreme authority.

Therefore, the judicial appointments and dismissals are

derived solely from him. And Allāh knows best.’



A Qadi Appointed by
A Non Muslim

A Qādi's appointment by a non-Muslim is valid if the

Muslim community is satisfied with it, and they must

also obey his decisions without any doubt.

إذا ولى الكافر عليهم قاضيا ورضي
 المسلمون صحت توليته بلا شبهة

(الشامي ج٤ ص٣٢٢)
‘If a Qādi is appointed for the Muslims by a non-

Muslim and the Muslims are satisfied, then his

appointment is valid without any doubt.’

وكل مصر فيه والٍ من جهتهم (من جهة الكفار)
 تجوز فيه إقامة الجمع والأعياد وتقليد القضاة

(الشامي ج٤ ص٣٢١)
‘In every region where a ruler is appointed by them (by

non-Muslims), it is permissible to establish the Friday

prayers and Eid prayers, and to obey the judges there.’



A Solution in the
Absence of a Qadi
(General Affairs)

In the absence of a Qadi (appointed by sultan

or by non-Muslim leader), it is crucial that

Muslims living in Muslim lands or peacefully

in non-Muslim lands appoint a qadi.

وإذا لم يكن سلطان ولا من يجوز التقلد منه كما هو في بعض بلاد المسلمين 
غلب عليهم الكفار كقرطبة في بلاد المغرب الآن وبلنسيا وبلاد الحبشة

وأقروا المسلمين عندهم على مال يؤخذ منهم يجب عليهم أن يتفقوا على
 واحد منهم يجعلونه واليا فيولي قاضيا أو يكون هو الذي يقضي بينهم

(الفتح القدير ج٦ ص٣٠٨)

'When there is no Sultān or someone from whom authority can be

legitimately delegated, as is the case in some Muslim lands where non-

Muslims have gained dominance, like Cordoba in the Maghrib,

Valencia, and Abyssinia, and they allow Muslims there to remain by

paying tax, then it becomes obligatory for them to agree on one

among them to appoint as a leader, who will appoint a judge, or who

will himself act as a judge among them.’



A Solution in the
Absence of a Qadi
(General Affairs)

In the absence of a Qadi (appointed by sultan

or by non-Muslim leader), it is crucial that

Muslims living in Muslim lands or peacefully

in non-Muslim lands appoint a qadi.

إذا خلا الزمان من سلطان ذي كفاية فالأمور مؤكده الى العلماء
ويلزم الأمة الرجوع إليهم

(الحديقة المحمودية بحوالة رسالة برہان ج٢٣ ص٣٠٧)

'When there is no empowered ruler to fulfill the

Sharia requirements, the responsibility for such

matters falls upon the scholars, and it becomes

obligatory for the Muslim community to turn to

these scholars.'



A Solution in the
Absence of a Qadi

(Moonsighting
Announcements)

Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Burhanuddin Sumbhuli, the

esteemed Head of the Tafsir Department and Hadith teacher

at Darul Uloom Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow, discusses in his

book Ru’yat-e-Hilal Ka Mas’alah, under the title 'A Hilāl

Committee Can Act as a Sultān'.....
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'If all the Muslims in the country (or their majority)

authorize a trustworthy and pious Muslim ’ālim (or a

committee of such ’ulamā) to make decisions in all their

religious matters, or at least regarding the moon sighting

(explicitly or implicitly), then his decision and

announcement can also have a universal status.



Role of a ‘Central Hilal
Committee’ in the
Absence of a Qadi

Hazrat also writes in the same book under the title ‘In

places where the government is non-Muslim, it is

necessary for Muslims to appoint their own leader for

religious matters’.....
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In summary, in a situation where there is no Islamic government and no

leader appointed by a non-Muslim government, Muslims themselves should

appoint someone as their leader and authority figure so that everyone or at

least the majority will submit to his orders. Moreover, considering the

essence of this command, it is said that if a trustworthy ‘ālim or (a

committee of ‘ulamā) earns such trust in the country due to his piety,

knowledge, and integrity that people unhesitatingly accept his words and

fatwas, then he can be given the status of a general authority (at least

concerning the announcement of moon sightings).



Central Hilal Committee

Faced with the disunity and

confusion caused by the lack of a

centralized moonsighting

authority, and tasked with the

responsibility of providing a

solution, senior ‘ulama from

thirteen (13) states gather in 2009

and formed the framework of

Central Hilal Committee of

North America.



Letter

Correspondence with

Mufti A’zam

Pakistan, Hazrat

Mufti Rafi Uthmani

Regarding Central

Hilal Committee in

2010 (1432 AH)

A letter was written to the Darul Ifta of Darul Uloom Karachi,

seeking guidance on moon sighting in North America. Mufti Rafi

Uthmani (rahimahullah) responded by advising that in such

situations, the local community should establish a Central Hilāl

Committee or, if one already exists, adhere to its decisions for all

moon-related matters. A similar response was given to Muslims in

Germany and Canada.

“The matter described in your letter, along with the accompanying

documents, has been reviewed. In this regard, the opinion of the

Grand Mufti of Pakistan, Mufti Muhammad Rafi Uthmani

(rahimahullah), is consistent with what he wrote in response to a

question from Germany, which has now been published in the book

Nawadir al-Fiqh. Similarly, when Muslims from Canada sought

guidance from him regarding moon sighting, he wrote an article

expressing the same view. Photocopies of both writings are enclosed.

In these writings, Mufti Rafi Uthmani suggested that ideally,

Muslims in that region should establish their own hilal committee,

which would make decisions based on testimonies in accordance

with the Sharī’ah . However, if for some reason it is not possible to

form such a committee, then they may follow the moon sighting

reports from another country. Since a Central Hilāl Committee has

been established in your area, has begun its work, and includes a

substantial number of scholars, this is undoubtedly a commendable

effort that should be further supported.”

Darul Ifta, Jamia Darul Uloom Karachi, 

23rd Ramadan al-Mubarak, 1432H 



Letter

Correspondence with

Mufti A’zam

Pakistan, Hazrat

Mufti Rafi Uthmani

Regarding Central

Hilal Committee in

2010 (1432 AH)



The Benefits of a
Central Hilāl
Committee

Unified Observance:

A Central Hilāl Committee ensures that all Muslims in a

region start and end important religious events like Ramadan

and Eid at the same time.

Expertise and Accuracy:

Made up of dedicated ‘ulama who deeply understand moon

sighting and Islamic law, these committees bring wisdom and

precision to their decisions

Transparency and Reliability:

Offers clear and consistent announcements, reducing the

confusion and stress that can arise from conflicting local

decisions.

Efficiency and Modern Technology:

Embraces modern tools to provide timely and accurate

predictions.

Reduction of Confusion:

By offering one authoritative announcement, it prevents the

chaos of multiple conflicting reports.

Strengthening Islamic Identity:

Strengthens the sense of unity and belonging among Muslims

Adherence to Shari’ah:

Ensures that moon sighting practices follow Islamic law,

which is essential for maintaining trust and legitimacy in the

eyes of the community.



History of CHC

History of Moonsighting in America:

- Initially, when Muslims first came to America as

immigrants, they followed their countries from back home.

- Later, around the ‘80s, Islamic organizations formed that

carried out moonsighting (ISNA, Chicago Hilal, and others)

- Some of these organizations are still promoting

moonsighting until today.

- Others have changed course and follow calculations.

- Video: Ramadan Moons by PBS Thirteen



Moon Sighting System in America

by ISNA in 2002



History of CHC

History of Moonsighting in America, cont.

- In the late 1990’s, ISNA changed their criteria and

decided that Eid ul Adha would be announced in North

America the day after Arafah in Makkah.

- Many international and local prominent scholars rejected

this opinion and deemed it invalid.

- In 2002, ISNA retracted this opinion and continued their

practice of moonsighting.

- See attached announcement from ISNA (1/25/2002)







History of CHC

History of Moonsighting in America, cont.

- On August 13, 2006, ISNA adopted the view of the Fiqh Council of

North America and declared astronomical calculations as the means of

determining the start of Ramadan and Eid.

- There emerged three different ways Ramadan and Eidain were decided:

(a) Follow moonsighting

(b) Follow the announcement of Saudi Arabia

(c) Follow calculations

- In 2006 and the few years following it, there was a lot of discord and

disagreement within the American Muslim community

To attempt to resolve this discord, and keeping in mind the importance

and need of a centralized authority, Ulama from 13 states gathers in 2009

in New York to form the framework of Central Hilal Committee…





History of CHC

2009: Framework for Central Hilal Committee laid in New York by Ulama from 13 states. Inaugural

moonsighting conference.

CHC representatives started receiving, verifying and announcing moonsighting decisions for each month under

CHC umbrella. Decisions posted on website and spread through phone.

2014: 2ⁿᵈ National Moonsighting Conference held in Long Island, NY. Ulama from four (4) states joined

the effort, totaling 17.

Continued joint announcements under CHC umbrella. Twitter account formed and used as an additional platform

for announcements.

2015: 3ʳᵈ National Moonsighting Conference held in Chicago, Illinois. Ulama from five (5) states joined the

effort, totaling 22.

2016: 4ᵗʰ National Moonsighting Conference held in Chicago, Illinois. Ulama from one (1) state joined the

effort, totaling 23.

Continued joint announcements under CHC umbrella. WhatsApp messenger added as an additional platform for

announcements.

2019: 5ᵗʰ National Moonsighting Conference held in Stockton, California. Ulama from two (2) states joined

the effort, totaling 25.

2024: 6ᵗʰ National Moonsighting Conference held in Walden, New York. Ulama from two (2) state joined

the effort, totaling 27. (this conference)



CHC Procedures from the 27ᵗʰ to the 2ⁿᵈ 

On the 27ᵗʰ of each hijri month, a reminder is sent out

from all official CHC platforms (email, Twitter (X) and

WhatsApp) encouraging the community look for the moon

on the 29ᵗʰ.

For special months, extra encouragement is given (Sha’ban,

Ramadan, Dhul Hijjah)

This reminder includes encouragement to sight,

information about the hilal, using text and banners.



Safar 1446 Alerts



CHC Procedures

On the 29ᵗʰ of each month, reports are received and

verified.

- The Islamic process of tazkiyat al-shuhud is done.

- Reports are received from state representatives

- Importance of thorough verification:

Thorough verification protects from false reports and lies:

Sending google images as proof

AI created crescent image

Detracted statement after questioning

Lying for ‘unity’

- Representative Ulama join a national conference call and discuss

reports, positive or negative.

- The final decision shall be made by the elder Ulama appointed as

responsible for the Central Hilal Committee.



Negative

Alert



Positive Alert







CHC Twitter (X), WhatsApp

Groups, Website and App

Twitter account verified in 2022

Nearly 10,000 followers and growing

International and verified engagement

15+ WhatsApp groups, 300 members in each

4500+ followers on WhatsApp

Hundreds of thousands of visits on CHC

website (www.hilalcommittee.org)

Website resources, presentations, articles

CHC Calendar App

http://www.hilalcommittee.org/


CHC Grassroots Efforts

Presentations conducted on various topics of moonsighting

A Miscalculation

Global Moonsighting

Webinars

Resources and support offered to Imams and masjid

management

A large number of masajid follow the CHC announcement,

and the number is growing

Humble reminder to fill out the survey: 

www.hilalcommittee.org/survey



CHC Membership

Members

All ‘ulama and imams are members of CHC

Representatives

State representatives (one or multiple from each state)

Receive and verify reports and report to the mashwara

Join monthly conference call to decide and announce

Coordinators

Manage the conference call, social media, media, research work

work, etc.

Respected ‘ulama who have experience and expertise in

moonsighting are requested to come forward and be part of the

coordinating team


